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SUB J : DENIAL OF LICENSE FOR SALE OF TEAR-GAS 
LAUNCHER TO SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT 

REF: A. SINGAPORE 881, B. LONDON 2439 

1 . REF A REQUESTS INFORMATION REGARDING THE REPORTED 
DENIAL OF AN EXPORT LICENSE APPLICATION BY A BRITISH 
FIRM WHICH WISHED TO SELL A SMALL NUMBER OF US-ORIGIN 
TEAR-GAS GUNS TO THE SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT. REF B 
INDICATED THAT THE DENIED APPLICATION WAS SIMILAR TO 
A NUMBER OF OTHERS OVER A PERIOD OF YEARS, NONE OF 
WHICH HAD BEEN DENIED. IT ALSO INDICATED THAT THE 
SAME TYPE OF EQUIPMENT WAS BEING LICENSED FOR SHIPMENT 
TO MALAYSIA. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE SOONEST REQUESTED INFORMATION ON 
THIS LICENSE APPLIATION. NOW THAT USG POLICY ON 
EXPORT LICENSING FOR POLICE EQUIPMENT HAS BEEN CLARIFIED 
BY PARAGRAPH SIX OF PD-30 BANNING SUCH SHIPMENTS ONLY 
IN CASE OF GOVERNMENTS ENGAGED IN SERIOUS VIOLATIONS 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS, WE ASSUME THERE SHOULD BE NO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IMPEDIMENT TO APPROVAL OF LICENSES TO SINGAPORE 
GOVERNMENT. 
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